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Grassroots Arts Grants: Guidelines for 2007 Applicants
New Hanover County and the Greater Wilmington Arts & Cultural Alliance 

The Grassroots Arts Program distributes approximately one-third of the Council’s state grant funds on a 
per capita basis for local arts programming in every county.  For the 2007-08 year $32,939 is the proposed 
allocation for New Hanover County.  At the request of the state arts council, the Greater Wilmington Arts 
& Cultural Alliance, working in partnership with the Cape Fear Museum of History and Science, will be 
administering these funds. On April 21, 2007, GWACA and CFM will hold a grant writing workshop for 
Visioning the Future of Arts Grant Funding, find more information below. 

Through a citizen board appointed by the Governor, the North Carolina Arts Council serves as the steward 
of state and federal funds appropriated for the arts. These grants activate partnerships between artists, arts 
organizations, and communities that benefit every county in the state. More than 1,300 grants are awarded 
each year to ensure that artists and arts organizations continue to produce rich and diverse arts experiences 
for the state’s citizens and visitors.

The following criteria will be used to evaluate applications and determine awards:

Organizational Capability 
Only organizations that provide a copy of a valid 501(c)3 certification from the Internal Revenue 
Service are eligible.  Individuals are not eligible for this program.
What is the impact of project on the organization’s artistic and/or administrative development?
Does the organization document previous programming success?

Financial Stability
The organization must match the grant 1:1.  All matching funds must be documented in the Grassroots 
report at the end of the fiscal year.  Neither the Grassroots money nor the matching funds may be used 
to match any other North Carolina Arts Council grant.  
How well can the organization manage responsibly the total resources of the project?  The amount of its 
own cash that an applicant group is willing to invest in a project will be considered as strong evidence 
of its commitment to the project.
As a general rule, organizations receiving other state money will be a lower subgranting priority than 
organizations eligible only for Grassroots support.

Innovative Project
Preference will be given to proposals for projects that promise to reach new audiences and to those that 
show strong collaborative planning.
Projects that duplicate or repeat what is already occurring will negatively impact ratings.

Audience Development
The project should serve the broad-based community and not an inordinately small, self-interest group.
Cultural diversity should be evidenced as a goal with strategies designed to involve traditionally 
underserved populations.

Educational & Community Outreach
Does the project broaden community understanding and appreciation of the arts?
Will the project extend to traditionally underserved populations, promote off-site programming, or 
target programming in selected communities?

(See page two)
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Grassroots Grants are available to any non-profit, federally tax-exempt organization in New Hanover 
County that offers diverse cultural programming for the community.

Grassroots Arts Program money may be used for any kind of expenditure incurred in conducting an arts 
program or running an arts organization.  Typical uses of Grassroots money include
Program expenses such as artist fees and travel, space rental, advertising, publicity, scripts, costumes, sets, 
props, music, art supplies and equipment rental and purchase.
Administrative/operating expenses such as salaries, telephone, office supplies, printing, postage, rent, 
utilities, insurance and equipment rental and purchase.

The use of Grassroots money for salaries and equipment should be limited, and expenditures for regular 
internal school arts instructional costs such as the purchase of books, art supplies and music are not allowed.

Grassroots Arts Program money may not be used for the following kinds of expenditures:
Deficit reduction; contingency funds; interest on loans, fines or litigation costs
Food or beverages for hospitality or entertainment functions
Lobbying expenses
Tuition for academic study
Indirect cost rate expenses
Capital expenditures

In addition, unless the arts are incorporated as a central part of the request, Grassroots money may not 
be used for history or science projects, acrobatics, aerobic dance, beauty pageants, clowning, comedy, 
cosmetology, essay contests, fashion shows, juggling, magic shows, martial arts, mineralogy/gemology, 
modeling, nature presentations, quiz bowls or travel presentations.

Amount of Grants:  Most grant awards will be for $2,000 or less.  For exceptional projects, up to 
$3,500 may be awarded.  Organizations requesting larger amounts – that fail to show good planning, 
sound financing, and innovation – may actually be less competitive because the request overreaches the 
capacity to perform.

Workshop: This workshop will focus on ways to channel grassroots arts money into projects, programs 
and organizations that enhance New Hanover County as an artistic and cultural destination.  FY08 Grant 
applicants are encouraged to seek out ways to collaborate with other arts organizations.  Applications with 
innovative additions to current plans or projects that go beyond regular programming are most desirable 
to panel judges.
Saturday April 21, 9 am – 12 am New Hanover Northeast Regional Library, Military Cutoff – Oak Room 

Applications:  The North Carolina Arts Council provides a Grassroots Arts Program Sub grant 
Application Form, available within the eGRANT program on the Council’s web site (www.ncarts.org).  
Please complete the form online and print 4 copies for submission. Using the online form makes final and 
subsequent applications easier, and applicants are encouraged to complete online. There are FAQs about 
the eGRANT system. However, if you can not resolve a problem in navigating eGRANT please contact: 
Kathryn Caler, (919) 807-6514, kathryn.caler@ncmail.net

Submitting Grants:  Once applications are completed – online forms should be printed and not 
submitted electronically – four (4) copies of the full applications should be sent c/o Ruth Haas, Cape Fear 
Museum, 814 Market Street, Wilmington, NC 28401.

Deadline for Submitting Grants - Extended:  5:00 p.m., Friday May 18, 2007.

For more information please contact assistant administrator 
Perrinne Kelley pkelley@gwaca.org or 910.798.4376.


